


Select Topic and Gather Data

Selecting a Topic

Choosing a topic for an infographic is similar to choosing a theme to write about in English class, a
subject to research for Science Fair or a book to read for leisure. Thanks to the internet we can find
plenty of significant (and insignificant) information on nearly any topic. Here are some general criteria
to consider as you select the topic for your infographic. Remember, sometimes simple is better.

You might choose a topic you Try to select a topic that is not too complex,
1) are interested in or passionate about but has enough detail to include:

2) can easily collect information about 1) 1 major point

3) already know something about 2) 1 secondary point

4) want to learn about 3) atleast 1 instance of supporting data*

5) can use with an assignment in another class 4) at least 1 eye-catching image*

*depending on your topic you may have more)

Infographic Rubric

Directions: Use this rubric as a guide to help you understand what elements are required for successful
completion of this lesson. Do you have what it takes to be an Infographic Designer?

Infogra phiC To piC Ideas You might consider starting with a statement or question. Read the ideas
below for inspiration; you may use one of these if you want.

« Animal facts « How to make something » Compare favorite vegetables

« Personal food consumption » Where do we spend our money? « Favorite school sports

» Daily time use « What makes us healthy? » Where does energy come from?
» Biography o Breakdown of nutrients in a meal « How does a boat sail?
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Infographic Worksheet Select Topic and Gather Data

Use this worksheet to collect everything you need to create the infographic. It is very similar to the practice
sheets. Use the internet and or media center resources to find your topic and data. Remember to cite all your
data, including images. If you wish to use an image from the internet, note its source and sketch it out in the box.

My topic is

Major point Image/s I'm considering (draw in the box below)

source

Secondary point

source

Supporting data or statistic

source

Another interesting point

source

Optional additional info

source/s source/s

12



Part 3 - Plan and Design a Rough Draft

Now for the fun part! The research is done and it’s time to put it all together. Think about your audience,
choose a style, colors, fonts, and general layout for the infographic. The goal is a rough draft sketch of your info-
graphic. If you have any questions, be sure to ask.

My audience is (Describe your audience, age, gender, group characteristics etc. It could be everyone.)

.' 2 colors that suit my topic are

y ! the color wheel and complementary colors.
A
\/ Remember you will want at least one
' eye-catching graphic

does it need a specific color?

and

Remember to apply what you know about

2 fonts that will work my infographic are: (circle only 2, one headline font and one body font below)
Is your topic casual or serious? Consider the feeling or mood a font conveys. Apply what you know about fonts.

HEADLINE FONTS

ROSEMOOD Times Bold Cooper
STENCIL Noteworthy Helvetica Bold

BODY FONTS

Helvetica Regular Times Regular Arial Avant Garde

Alternatively, you may choose your own fonts

... and now for the transformation!

Use the next sheet in the workbook to bring it all together. Use this sheet and the infographic worksheet (pg 11)
to create your rough draft. Mock up the fonts for now, you will add them later when you convert your sketch

to digital format. Sketch the infographic out using colored pencils in the 2 colors you've chosen. Remember:
hierarchy of information, proportion, intended audience, and space at the bottom for credits in 7pt text.

Feel free to use additional paper for planning. @ Remember to Cite sources for

Ask questions if you need more information. all borrowed images and data.
Review the Rubric on (pg 10) before you begin.
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Create your “final” rough draft on this page



Part 4 - Execute the Digital Layout

In this segment of the lesson you will turn your sketch into a finished digital infographic rendered in
Adobe InDesign. This will involve:
1) scanning and placing the sketch for reference
2) creating a new document (page)
3) establishing layers in the document
4) using drawing tools to render a graphic/icon/ drawing
5) typing the headers and selecting fonts
6) setting up colors in the color palette
7) arranging elements on the page
8) saving and printing the final document

On the following page you will find a Digital Layout Check Sheet to help guide you through the steps
in the process.

These steps will require you to call on skills you have learned in previous lessons. Please ask questions
if you need assistance. Use what you know about the proper naming of files, how and where to save
files, and formats used for scanning graphics.

What does it take to be a designer anyway?

Ponder this: Do you have to be a fantastic artist and have the ability to draw realistically to be a
designer? We've all heard people say- “I can’t draw a stick figure!” Right? Do those who don't like to
draw have to avoid design careers? What other stereotypes can you think of that might keep people
from pursuing their dreams?

Watch this TEDTalk video

“The Beauty of Data Visualization” by David McCandless.
http://www.ted.com/talks/david_mccandless_the_beauty_of_data_visualization#t-1481

The beauty of data
visualization

TEDGK Filmed Jul 2010 ¢ ~a

-

W N $%
DMCCANDLESS -

)

Fi 2010 at TEDGlobal 201
David McCandless: The beauty of data visualization

Discuss: Is good design more about being an observant person, a creative thinker, or an artist?
How is being a creative thinker different from being artistically inclined?
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Execute the Digital Layout

Digital Layout Check Sheet

The goal is to make a polished, digital version from your infographic sketch.
Go to your assigned computer station and confirm your access to the following tools.
1) a computer, a mouse 2) Adobe InDesign 3) connection to a flatbed scanner 4) connection to a color printer

Create your finished design by following these steps. You do not have to do them in this exact order,
but check them off as you complete them.

Place sketch on scanner and save as color jpeg at 150 dpi.
If a hand drawn image will be used in final, it should be scanned at 300 dpi.

Open a new InDesign document (dimensions 12 x 18 with 2 inch margins),
and save document as “firstname_lastname_infog1”.

Open your document, create 2 layers. Name the top layer 1 “infographic”
and bottom layer 2 “scan”

Place the jpeg scan onto bottom layer, size it to fit the page, then lock layer.

Render images with drawing tools or place selected images into the layout. Scale as necessary

Type header, key points, supporting data

Type and place credits in 7pt Helvetica (regardless of the 2 fonts you have chosen) along the bottom
with commas to separate credits. You do not need to specify what credit goes to what data or image
for this lesson.

Select your 2 colors and place them in swatches.

Colorize the text and elements as you like using the 2 colors. If both of your colors are light you may
use black for small text.

Remove all other unused colors from the swatch palette.
Select and incorporate only 2 fonts into your design.

Arrange elements, to match or improve upon the original sketch. You may add linear elements,
boxes, shapes, reverse text etc.

Turn off the visibility of the “scan” layer as you need to check your progress and to finalize the
arrangement. Layer should be turned off to submit work.

Review the Rubric on page 10 and revise your design if necessary.
Print your final infographic design in color and hang on the gallery wall at the front of the class.

Success is yours! You have completed the lesson!
16



Lesson Reflection

Now that you have finished the Designing an Infographic lesson, please take a moment to review and
critique the lesson itself. Your input is valuable as it will help the instructor make improvements for future
lessons.

What changes could help this lesson be more successfull?

Is there anything you would add to the lesson?

Is there anything you might remove from the lesson?

Was the language easy to follow?

Were the activities relative to your life?

Do you have any additional suggestions or comments?




